Semester in Amsterdam Scholarship Form 2016/2017
Semester in Amsterdam offers financial support to talented prospective students in the form of three unique scholarships:

1. Blogger scholarship

2. Photographer/videographer scholarship

3. Diversity scholarship

Each scholarship is worth €2.500. Please note that the scholarship does not cover all living expenses, and scholarships cannot be combined (you can choose to apply for more than one scholarship, but can only receive one). Scholarship amounts will be deducted from the final invoice.  
Scholarship Descriptions
1. Blogger Scholarship

The Semester in Amsterdam program will grant one scholarship worth €2,500 to one motivated student on the condition that s/he writes a minimum of 8 blog entries during his/her stay in Amsterdam, to be shared publicly on the Semester in Amsterdam website. 
In addition to the €2,500 scholarship, the selected student will enjoy networking opportunities to further his/her professional development. Upon successful completion of all requirements (see below), the selected student will also receive a general recommendation from the Semester in Amsterdam staff to be used for future applications and solicitations. 
Requirements:
· Each blog entry should be a minimum of 300 words and include at least one picture. 
· A minimum of one blog entry must be written on each of the following topics:

1. Pre-departure 

2. Arrival and first impressions
3. Cross-cultural adjustment
4. Academics

5. Social life

6. Dutch culture

7. Departure

8. Final reflections 

· As the semester is 16 weeks long, the expectation is that one blog entry be emailed to the Semester in Amsterdam staff once every two weeks in accordance with the order listed above.  
· The Semester in Amsterdam staff will be responsible for posting the blog entry to the website. 
· The scholarship recipient can choose to write more than the required 8 blog entries if s/he likes. 
2. Photographer/Videographer scholarship

The Semester in Amsterdam program will grant one scholarship worth €2,500 to one motivated student on the condition that s/he acts as the program’s official student photographer and videographer for the duration of his/her stay in Amsterdam. If requested, a camera will be provided for use during the semester.
In addition to the €2,500 scholarship, the selected student will enjoy networking opportunities to further his/her professional development. Upon successful completion of all requirements (see below), the selected student will also receive a general recommendation from the Semester in Amsterdam staff to be used for future applications and solicitations. 
Requirements:

· The scholarship recipient must attend all social program activities to record photo and video material, to be sent to the Semester in Amsterdam staff for publication on the Semester in Amsterdam website and use in Semester in Amsterdam communications. 
· The scholarship recipient can also optionally submit photo and video material from his/her daily experiences in Amsterdam and at the Vrije University Amsterdam. 
· The scholarship recipient must make a minimum of two videos, each a maximum of 90 seconds, during his/her time in Amsterdam, for publication on the Semester in Amsterdam website and use in Semester in Amsterdam communications:
i. “Day in the Life,” featuring footage from a normal day in Amsterdam and at the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam

ii. Total semester experience, featuring footage from arrival until departure 

· The scholarship recipient can choose to make more than the two required videos if s/he likes. 
· All photo and video material must be sent to the Semester in Amsterdam prior to the student’s return home. 
3. Diversity Scholarship

The Diversity Scholarship will grant one scholarship worth €2,500 to one motivated student who effectively explains how he/she would add to the diversity of the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam and Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam Student Body, based on his/her nationality and/or background (ethnic, financial, sexual orientation, gender, etc.)  
Requirements:
· The scholarship recipient must write a short reflection (maximum 300 words) on how s/he benefited from receiving the Diversity Scholarship for publication on the Semester in Amsterdam website and use in Semester in Amsterdam communications. 
To Apply
· Fill out the required information below and prepare the necessary documents 
· State that you agree to the scholarship conditions and sign on page 4
· Email completed application to Semesterinamsterdam@vu.nl 
1. Personal Information 
	Given Name


	

	Nationality


	

	Name of Home Institution


	

	Grade Average
	


2. For which scholarship(s) are you applying for? Check the appropriate box(es).  
	1. Blogger
	


	2. Photographer/Videographer
	


	3. Diversity


	



3. Required Documents
	Documents
	Attached

	Transcript of Studies
	Yes

	Motivation Letter*
	Yes




*The motivation letter should be a maximum of 750 words and clearly explain why you are applying for a scholarship, why you believe you are qualified for the scholarship for which you are applying, and what you hope to gain as a scholarship recipient. If applying for more than one scholarship, you can choose to write a separate motivation letter for each scholarship or combine your motivations into one letter. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I have read, understood and agree to the conditions of the scholarship. 
Electronic Signature: ___________________________________           Date: _______________________

Please email this form (in PDF format) and the required documents to Semesterinamsterdam@vu.nl with the subject name [Last Name, First Name, Scholarship Application]. 

Note that only complete applications will be taken into consideration. 
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